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EPA Says Wastewater Infrastructure Needs $202.5 Billion in Next 20 Years
EPA’s 14th survey of clean water ‘‘needs’’ estimates wastewater utilities will
need $202.5 billion in the next 20 years to replace, rehabilitate, expand, or up-
grade collection and treatment systems. EPA’s survey is based on projects
identified by wastewater utilities as vital to meeting water quality standards.
These projects involve collection and treatment of wastewater, reductions in
sewer overflows, management of stormwater, and distribution of recycled wa-
ter. The $202.5 billion estimate is based on needs that existed as of January
2004. Benjamin Grumbles, assistant EPA administrator for water, tells BNA
the increase is due to aging infrastructure, increasing population, and increas-
ing water quality standards. A-8

Majority Leader Says House Could Vote on Greenhouse Gas Bill by Summer
Majority Leader Hoyer says legislation that would require cutting U.S. green-
house gas emissions could be brought to the floor of the House of Represen-
tatives before the end of this year, perhaps by this summer. Hoyer says he ex-
pects the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction
over climate change issues, to continue ‘‘pursuing their work’’ over the com-
ing months. The majority leader says he is not suggesting a deadline for the
floor action, but that U.S. energy independence and ‘‘global environmental se-
curity’’ will be a ‘‘continuing focus’’ for the House in 2008. A-3 . . . Executives
for the oil, natural gas, and coal industries, speaking at a forum sponsored by
the U.S. Energy Association, raise the possibility of higher energy prices and
negative impacts on their industries if Congress passes climate change legis-
lation this year. A-11

Energy Department May Miss Deadline for License Application for Yucca
The Department of Energy may not meet its self-imposed June 30 deadline for
submitting a license application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the
Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository due to inadequate funding provided
by Congress. Energy Department spokeswoman Angela Hill says Edward
Sproat, director of the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, told
a committee of the Nevada Legislature that the department is making every
effort to complete the application by the end of this year. Hill says Sproat told
the Nevada legislative committee that the Department of Energy may miss the
June 30 deadline because Congress provided only $386.5 million for the Yucca
Mountain project in fiscal 2008, $108 million less than President Bush re-
quested, and about $18 million less than Congress provided in 2007. A-3

New Jersey Establishes Program to Recycle Televisions, Computers
New Jersey Gov. Jon S. Corzine signs legislation to establish a state program
for recycling televisions and computers, but asks the bill sponsors to work
with state environmental regulators to address technical concerns with the
bill. The Electronic Waste Recycling Act bans the disposal of desktop or per-
sonal computers, computer monitors, portable computers, and televisions as
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AIR POLLUTION: The air pollution
agenda in 2008 will be domi-
nated by several EPA rulemak-
ings, including revisions to air
quality standards for ozone and
lead. B-1 . . . EPA is set to issue
regulations for diesel locomo-
tives, ships, and small gasoline-
powered engines. B-2

CLIMATE CHANGE: Debate over
cap-and-trade legislation will
take center stage. B-4 . . . EPA
faces litigation and rulemakings
that will force it to confront
greenhouse gases. B-6 . . . The
California Air Resources Board
will develop a detailed strategy.
B-9 . . . Climate change remains
the U.N.’s top environmental pri-
ority. B-11

ENERGY POLICY: Despite having
passed comprehensive energy
bills in 2005 and 2007, Congress
will resume debates over issues
left out of last year’s bill. B-11
. . . Nuclear power compa-
nies plan to file more than a
dozen license applications for
new reactors in 2008. B-13

C L I M AT E C H A N G E

AUDIOCONFERENCE: BNA and
Sidley Austin LLP will
co-sponsor a discussion Jan. 22
about issues relevant to the
development of domestic climate
change policy. Information is
at http://ehsstore.bna.com/
PageManager.aspx?pageId=7078.
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Toxic Substances

Inadequate Chemical Policies Cost
California $2.6 Billion, Report Says

L OS ANGELES—Childhood and worker exposures
to chemicals cost California an estimated $2.6 bil-
lion in 2004, a University of California report

scheduled for release Jan. 17 found.
Commissioned by the state, the report builds strong

public health and economic cases for overhauling Cali-
fornia’s chemical policies. Its release comes as the Cali-
fornia Department of Toxic Substances Control puts
the finishing touches on a report to the governor recom-
mending a menu of green chemistry policies.

In 2004, occupational chemical exposure cost Califor-
nia insurers, employers, workers, and the workers’
families $1.4 billion in direct medical costs and indirect
costs, such as lost wages and benefits, the report con-
cluded. About 240,000 cases of preventable childhood
diseases in California were linked to environmental ex-
posure to hazardous substances, costing another $1.2
billion in direct and indirect costs, the report said.

Green Chemistry: Cornerstone to a Sustainable Cali-
fornia echoes a 2006 UC legislative report in calling for
a comprehensive state policy to identify the most haz-
ardous chemicals and promote use of safer alternatives
(50 DEN A-14, 3/15/06).

Like the earlier report, the latest UC report contends
federal laws and existing state policies do not ad-
equately protect the public and environment from haz-
ardous chemicals.

Not enough information is being disclosed about the
potential health and environmental hazards of thou-
sands of chemicals, the report said. As a result, public
agencies are unable ‘‘to efficiently gather hazard infor-
mation; proactively regulate for known hazards; or re-
quire producers to accept greater responsibility for the
lifecycle impacts of their products,’’ the report said.

New Approach Needed. The report also found that cur-
rent chemical laws and policies do not promote ‘‘public
and private investment in green chemistry research, de-
velopment, education, and technical assistance.’’

‘‘A fresh approach to chemicals policy in California is
essential to building a modern, vibrant economy while
safeguarding human health and the environment,’’ it
said.

Prepared by the UC Berkeley and Los Angeles Cen-
ters for Occupational and Environmental Health, the re-
port called for new laws that would close the data gap
on the toxicity of chemicals.

Specifically, the report recommended policies that
would:

s require chemical producers and distributors and
product manufacturers to report hazard and tracking
data;

s set up an independent panel to define and keep up-
dated hazard traits;

s establish the best available toxicity testing meth-
ods and support research and development of new
methods;

s require chemical producers to reimburse taxpay-
ers for the costs of managing chemicals;

s address known hazards; and

s develop lists of substances, categorized by their
relative hazards and their threat to vulnerable popula-
tions.

California Can Be National Leader. California’s success
and leadership in promoting clean technologies to re-
duce air pollution, increase energy efficiency, and ad-
dress climate change position the state to become a na-
tional leader in chemical management policies, the re-
port said.

‘‘This report, for the first time, puts cost estimates on
the consequences for Californians of current chemical
and product management policies,’’ Dr. John Balmes,
director of Berkeley’s Center for Occupational and En-
vironmental Health (COEH), said in a written state-
ment. ‘‘California has shown that creating new jobs and
investment opportunities can go hand in hand with pro-
tecting human health and the environment. We have
been doing this with vehicle emissions and energy use,
and this report makes it obvious that we will need to do
the same with chemicals and products.’’

American Chemistry Council spokeswoman Tiffany
Harrington told BNA Jan. 16 that the organization
could not comment on the findings or the recommenda-
tions because it had not yet reviewed the UC report.

Toxics Leaking Into Groundwater. The report also cited
DTSC data showing that 61 of the state’s 85 largest haz-
ardous waste sites are leaking toxics into groundwater.
Nearly 1 million California women of childbearing age
have blood mercury levels that exceed what the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency considers safe for fetal
development, and biomonitoring studies have found
more than 100 synthetic chemicals and pollutants in
breast milk, umbilical cord blood, and other bodily flu-
ids and tissues, the report said.

With global chemical production expected to in-
crease, health problems from environmental pollution
are likely to grow, the report predicted.

‘‘It is timely for California to reduce the use of toxic
agents through innovative technological approaches
available through green chemistry,’’ John Froines, di-
rector of UCLA’s COEH, said in a written statement.
‘‘New policies that prevent hazards rather than clean-
ing up problems after the fact will foster innovation and
help green chemistry emerge as a central part of our
economy.’’

Last May, California Environmental Protection
Agency Secretary Linda Adams directed DTSC to de-
velop the report to evaluate the state’s existing pro-
grams and work with other agencies and stakeholders
to come up with a list of policy options to reduce and
eliminate the use of toxic chemicals in consumer prod-
ucts to avoid having to manage hazardous substances at
the end of a product’s life cycle (87 DEN A-10, 5/7/07).

BY CAROLYN WHETZEL

Green Chemistry: Cornerstone to a Sustainable Cali-
fornia is available at http://www.coeh.ucla.edu/
greenchemistry.htm or http://coeh.berkeley.edu/
greenchemistry/briefing.
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