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Susan Braun, MA

Susan Braun is the Executive Director of Commonweal.  She has previously served as the Executive Director of The ASCO (American Society of Clinical Oncology) Cancer Foundation, the President and CEO of the CURE Media Group, president and chief executive officer of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, in various positions within the Oncology/ Immunology Division at Bristol-Myers Squibb, and as an executive with the health care consulting firm Pracon Incorporated and the Center for Economic Studies in Medicine.   Among her appointments and responsibilities, Ms. Braun has served on boards and/or committees for several organizations, including:  American Society for Breast Disease (ASBD), World Society of Breast Health, Americorps NCCC, National Dialog on Cancer, Intercultural Cancer Council, and the ASCEND Foundation. Ms. Braun received a bachelor’s degree in English and sociology from George Mason University and a master’s degree in health from the University of Maryland.  She also completed a graduate program in international business and marketing at the Westfaelisches Wilhelms University in Muenster, Germany.

Vincent James Cogliano, PhD

Dr. Cogliano serves as head of the IARC Monographs programme at the International Agency for Research on Cancer (part of the World Health Organization) in Lyon, France.  The IARC Monographs are a series of scientific reviews that identify environmental factors that can increase the risk of human cancer.

Dr Cogliano received his PhD from Cornell University, then worked for 20 years in quantitative risk assessment at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Washington.

Professional interests include cancer hazard assessment, qualitative and quantitative health risk assessment in general, and identification of susceptible populations and stages of development.
Shanaz H. Dairkee, PhD 

Dr. Dairkee is a Senior Scientist at the California Pacific Medical Center Research Institute. She received her doctorate in Human Genetics and Development from Columbia University in the City of New York. She did postdoctoral research at the University of California, Berkeley and remained on the research faculty of the Department of Molecular Biology to pursue the development of novel methodologies for studying human cancer biology. She continued research in this area at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory prior to joining CPMC. Her major current interest is the interaction between genes and environment in cancer development and progression. Dr. Dairkee has received grant awards from the National Cancer Institute, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, California Breast Cancer Research Program, the biotech industry, and private foundations for developing better cellular model systems to serve as surrogates for the behavior and response of human tissues and organ systems.  As Principal Investigator of funded research projects, Dr. Dairkee is engaged in the design and oversight of a translationally focused, state-of-the art research program in breast cancer at CPMC. Her laboratory is focused on designing novel methods and approaches for studying Cellular and Molecular Changes in Breast Cancer. This research aims to improve tumor targeting and prevention through a better understanding of basic tumor biology. Her longstanding expertise in experimentation with human tumor cells continues to be sought in multi disciplinary and multi institutional research projects on clinical translation, prognosis and therapy. Among many others, a unique resource developed by her laboratory includes a vast repository of clinical breast cancer samples maintained in a living, interactive state. This one-of-a-kind collection has fostered collaborative work with investigators interested in experimenting directly with diseased human cells. She currently serves in the NIH scientific review process for extramural funding in the area of tumor progression and metastasis and has published groundbreaking work in peer-reviewed journals in this field. 

Suzanne “Sue” Fenton, PhD

Dr. Fenton earned her Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin, Madison in the Endocrinology/Reproductive Physiology Program. Her early research focused on novel signal transduction pathways used in regulation of the mammary gland from a proliferative to a differentiated tissue. Her postdoctoral studies at the UNC-Chapel Hill Lineberger Cancer Center focused on the roles and gene regulation of epidermal growth factor receptor ligands in the mammary gland. Dr. Fenton has been a research biologist at the US EPA’s Reproductive Toxicology Division since October of 1998.  Her current research involves identification of the effects of environmental components on early development, pubertal timing, lactational function, and tumor susceptibility of the mammary gland.  Her research efforts on atrazine and dioxin have three times been awarded a Level III EPA Scientific and Technical Achievement Award (STAA), a SOT Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology Specialty Section “Best Paper” in Toxicological Sciences award, her work on the long-term effects of developmental exposure to a perfluorinated alkyl acid was highlighted in the May 2007 issue of Environmental Health Perspectives and the PFOA team in RTD was recently awarded a Level I STAA for their developmental effects research. Dr. Fenton serves on the Working Group for the NIEHS Breast Cancer and the Environment Research Centers and the Developmental and Reproductive Toxicology Executive Committee for ILSI HESI.   

William H. Goodson, III, MD


Dr. Goodson is a clinical expert with a national reputation in the diagnosis and care of breast diseases with a background in both research with human subjects and lab bench research.  He was born in Kansas City, Missouri, was an undergraduate at the University of Missouri (AB 1967), and graduated from Harvard Medical School in 1971.  He has two years of pediatric training, but is formally a surgeon from Case Western Reserve, University Hospitals of Cleveland (1976).  He is a full time faculty member at UCSF (1977-1997) and Professor of Surgery (1989-1997).  He was Chair of the Curriculum Committee for UCSF School of Medicine from 1993-1997, Chair of the Quality of Care for the Department of Surgery from 1985-1997, and for the UCSF Medical Center from1984-1988.  He has about 100 publications, 40 in wound healing, 60 in breast cancer, and one in physician ethics.  He developed a human model for the study of wound healing and needle tissue sampling techniques for breast tissue. He is also Senior Clinical Research Scientist, CPMC Research Institute, San Francisco (1997 to present).  He has received various community recognitions such as Best Doctors in America, president of the San Francisco Medical Society, Compassionate Caring Award from the Institute for Health and Healing, and student award for outstanding lecture at UCSF.  He belongs to multiple professional organizations.   

Joe Guth, PhD, JD

Dr. Guth joined Science and Environmental Health Network (SEHN) as Legal Director in March, 2006. He is a member of the New York State Bar, has a law degree from New York University, a Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and an undergraduate degree in biochemistry from the University of California, Berkeley. Joe has worked for the Natural Resources Defense Council in New York City, doing both litigation of Clean Water Act citizen's suits and toxic chemicals regulatory policy advocacy; as a litigator in private law firms in New York in the areas of environmental torts, intellectual property and products liability; and as a Vice-president of intellectual property for Chiron Corporation, a biotechnology company in California. Just before joining SEHN, Joe was Executive Director of the California League for Environmental Enforcement Now, a coalition of environmental groups and law firms in Oakland, California, and was Senior Policy Analyst for the Center for Environmental Health in Oakland, California, working on chemicals policy reform.
Joe is currently a member of Cal/EPA's Cumulative Impacts and Precautionary Approaches Workgroup, which is working to implement California's Environmental Justice Action Plan under California's legislative environmental justice initiative. He was a member of Cal/EPA's 2008 Key Element Team on empowering consumers to make chemical decisions, a project of the Caifornia Green Chemistry Initiative; and is also a past member of U.S. EPA's National Pollution Prevention and Toxics Advisory Committee (NPPTAC), which advises EPA on its implementation of U.S. laws governing toxic chemicals.

The central goal of Joe's work is the transformation of the law so that it will promote preservation of the earth rather than accept environmental destruction as a byproduct of economic growth. Key areas that this work draws from include property law, the public trust doctrine, law of the commons, ecological economics and precautionary principle theory.

Joe also works to achieve comprehensive reform of chemicals policy in California and in the United States, which involves intensive study of the REACH legislation in the European Union, the proposed U.S. Kid's Safe Chemicals Act of 2008 and the California Green Chemistry Initiative.
Sarah Janssen, MD, PhD, MPH

Project Co-director

Dr. Janssen is a Staff Scientist with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) where she is an expert in the area of endocrine disruption and has a broad background in reproductive physiology, clinical medicine, and public health. The Natural Resources Defense Council is a national nonprofit environmental organization with over 1.2 million members and activists nationwide. NRDC has been actively involved in the area of endocrine disruption since Congress mandated testing of all chemicals for endocrine disrupting effects in 1996. In her capacity as a Scientist with NRDC, Dr. Janssen reviews the latest scientific evidence on endocrine disruptors and translates the findings into layperson language for non-scientists such as policymakers and the general public, attends and presents at relevant scientific meetings, prepares and publishes manuscripts on endocrine disrupting chemicals, and maintains collaborations with academicians conducting research on endocrine disruption.  Dr. Janssen has a PhD in Reproductive Physiology from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and has studied the area of endocrine disruption for over 10 years. She has training in reproductive endocrinology, developmental and reproductive toxicology in both avian and mammalian species.  Dr. Janssen is the author of several peer-reviewed publications and book chapters.  

Dr. Janssen also has a MD from the University of Illinois, completed residency training at the University of California, San Francisco, and is board-certified in Occupational and Environmental Medicine. She performs part-time clinical work with Kaiser Permanente of Northern California. Finally, Dr. Janssen has a MPH in Environmental Health Sciences from the University of California, Berkeley.  Dr. Janssen is also an Assistant Clinical Professor at the University of California, San Francisco in the Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine where she teaches residents and participates in the Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment through the Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology.
Dale Johnson, PharmD, PhD 

Dr. Johnson has over 30 years experience as a research and development scientist, manager, executive, and entrepreneur in the biopharmaceutical field working in large pharmaceutical and biotech companies and several start-ups. He received B.S., Pharm.D, and Ph.D. (Toxicology) degrees from the University of Michigan where he was an AFPE Fellow. He is currently President & CEO of Emiliem, Inc. a privately held biopharmaceutical company developing molecular targeted therapies and molecular diagnostics. Most recently he was Vice President of Drug Assessment and Development at Chiron Corp. Johnson is also noted for his work in predictive toxicology using various innovative technologies and computational methodology. He is currently applying this knowledge and expertise in academics, therapeutic R&D, as well as on environmental issues through the State of California Green Chemistry Initiatives. Dr. Johnson is an Adjunct Professor in Molecular Toxicology at UC Berkeley where he teaches and mentors students in the undergraduate and graduate science fields. He is a Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology, co-inventor on several patent applications, and co-editor of the journal The Chemistry of Metabolic and Toxicological Processes, Current Opinion in Drug Discovery & Development.
Jean Latimer, PhD
Dr. Latimer received her B.S. from Cornell University in Cell Biology.  She completed her Ph.D. in Cellular and Molecular Biology at Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, New York and studied liver specific gene expression.  During the course of her Ph.D. work Dr. Latimer became interested in the resemblance between cancer cells and embryonic stem cells.  She subsequently performed her postdoctoral training in the laboratory of renowned embryologist, Roger Pedersen at the University of California San Francisco where she studied mouse embryo culture and embryonic stem cells.  During this period of time Dr. Latimer also studied under Dr. James Cleaver, a world expert in DNA repair and performed a joint project involving DNA repair during embryogenesis.

Dr. Latimer is now at the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute and has used some of the technologies for culturing mouse embryos and stem cells to develop a new tissue engineering technology for human breast tissue and early stage breast tumors. From this technology she has generated a number of unprecedented human cell lines from non-diseased breast reduction mammoplasties and ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) that can be utilized to determine the factors that contribute to early breast tumorigenesis including the impact of environmental chemicals (those that don't require metabolism in the liver but can be added to tissue culture medium).  Her background in nucleotide excision repair is also very pertinent to many of the kinds of DNA damage created by environmental chemicals that are also mutagenic.

Dr. Latimer's work in general has been characterized by the amalgamation of disparate fields of biology. She has subsequently developed new methods or paradigms, most recently in breast cancer.  Dr. Latimer's laboratory is now providing her unique breast model systems to laboratories at UCSF, MD Anderson, Northwestern University and UPCI to develop biomarkers for DCIS and early breast cancer.

Ronald L. Melnick, PhD

For more than 28 years, Dr. Melnick was a Senior Toxicologist in the National Toxicology Program (NTP) at the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), National Institutes of Health in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina.  His positions in NTP included Director of Special Programs (drinking water disinfection byproducts, cell phone radiation, perfluorinated compounds, and epoxide-forming chemicals), Group Leader of the Toxicokinetics and Biochemical Modeling Group, and manager of the Experimental Toxicology Unit.  Dr. Melnick obtained his B.S. degree from Rutgers University and his Ph.D from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  He was a postdoctoral research fellow in the Department of Physiology-Anatomy at the University of California, Berkeley and then an assistant professor of Life Sciences at the Polytechnic Institute of New York.  At NIEHS, he was involved in the design, monitoring and interpretation of NTP toxicity and carcinogenesis studies, as well as mechanistic studies on the identification and characterization of the health effects of environmental and occupational agents. He spent one year as an agency representative to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy to work on interagency assessments of health risks of environmental agents and on risk assessment research needs in the Federal government. Dr. Melnick has authored or co-authored more than 140 journal publications, book chapters, and technical reports related to the potential health effects of environmental agents. Dr. Melnick has organized several national and international symposiums and workshops on health risks associated with exposure to environmental and occupational toxicants and has served on numerous scientific review and advisory panels, including working groups of the International Agency for Research on Cancer, science advisory boards of the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the US Environmental Protection Agency, and consultant for the California Department of Justice. Dr. Melnick has also served on several committees at NIEHS, including Chair of the Toxicokinetics Faculty and Chair of the NIEHS review group for the NTP Report on Carcinogens.  Dr. Melnick is a Fellow of the Collegium Ramazzini, is cited in Who’s Who in America, and is the recipient of the American Public Health Association’s 2007 David P. Rall Award for science-based advocacy in public health. 

Rachel Morello-Frosch, PhD, MPH
Dr. Morello-Frosch’s research examines race and class determinants of environmental health among diverse communities in the United States.  A focus of her current work is on the relationship between segregation and environmental health inequalities, community-based health research, children’s environmental health, and the intersection between economic restructuring and community environmental health.  Dr. Morello-Frosch has published articles on the theoretical and methodological issues for elucidating links between community and individual level stressors and environmental health disparities.  She also conducted the first study to examine the relationship between racial residential segregation and the estimated cancer risks associated with ambient air toxics exposures in the United States.  She is also examining links between air pollution exposures and perinatal outcomes and potential effect modification by psychosocial stressors.  Morello-Frosch is also a co-principal Investigator, with the Silent Spring Institute in Newton Massachusetts and Communities for a Better Environment in Northern California, on a household exposure study in Richmond California that examines indoor and outdoor sources of exposure to probable endocrine-disrupting chemicals and particulates.  As part of this work, Dr. Morello-Frosch is examining the scientific challenges and bioethical considerations associated with exposure assessment and chemical biomonitoring research in economically and racially marginalized communities.  This work is funded by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and the National Science Foundation.  

Ruthann Rudel, MS

Ruthann Rudel is a leader in exposure, toxicology, and risk assessment related to mammary gland carcinogenesis and endocrine active chemicals.  In her role as the senior environmental toxicologist at Silent Spring Institute, she directed a major review of animal mammary gland carcinogens—published recently in Cancer—that compiled existing research on these carcinogens, reviewed key issues in study design and animal models, and synthesized information on exposure opportunities.   She directs the Institute’s Household Exposure Study, which was described by Environmental Science & Technology as the “most comprehensive analysis to date” of exposures in homes, and also leads a new exposure study in California, working over the past ten years with co-investigators at Harvard, Brown, Tufts, and the US Centers for Disease Control.  She has published over 20 journal articles and book chapters on breast cancer, endocrine disruptors, regulatory toxicology, indoor air exposures, and related subjects and has an adjunct appointment as a Research Associate in the Brown University Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine.  Rudel is active in regulatory toxicology and has participated in numerous environmental regulatory reviews for US EPA, Health Canada, Toxicology Excellence for Risk Assessment (TERA) and others.  She is currently serving on the US National Toxicology Program’s Board of Scientific Counselors.  She co-chaired the symposium Breast cancer: Issues in screening and testing of potential human carcinogens at the 2001 Society of Toxicology (SOT), recently served as chair of the Regulatory Affairs and Legislative Assistance Committee of SOT, and serves as an ad hoc manuscript reviewer for the journals Environmental Research, Environmental Science & Technology, and others.  Rudel earned her B.A. in chemistry and neuroscience from Oberlin College, and an M.S. in environmental management and policy from Tufts University.  Silent Spring Institute is a scientific research organization dedicated to innovative, multidisciplinary studies of environmental factors and women’s health.
Megan R. Schwarzman, MD, MPH
Project Co-Director

Dr. Schwarzman is a research scientist with the Program in Green Chemistry and Chemicals Policy at the University of California, Berkeley Center for Occupational and Environmental Health (COEH), School of Public Health. Her work focuses on endocrine disrupting substances, reproductive environmental health, U.S. and European chemicals policy, and the implications for human health and the environment of the production, use and disposal of chemicals and products. She earned her medical degree from the University of Massachusetts, completed her specialty training in Family Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco, and earned a master’s of public health in environmental health at the University of California, Berkeley. She was a co-author of the 2008 report to Cal/EPA, Green Chemistry: Cornerstone to a Sustainable California. In addition to environmental health research, Dr. Schwarzman is a clinical instructor at University of California, San Francisco and practices medicine part time at San Francisco General Hospital.  Dr. Schwarzman currently serves on California EPA’s Green Ribbon Science Panel for implementation of green chemistry legislation.
Gina M. Soloman, MD, MPH

Dr. Solomon is a Senior Scientist at the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and an Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine at the University of California at San Francisco (UCSF) where she is also the Director of the Occupational and Environmental Medicine Residency Program and the Associate Director of the UCSF Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit.  Her work has included over 40 scientific papers, book chapters, and reports on air pollution, pesticides, global warming, and other environmental and occupational threats to health. Dr. Solomon serves on the U.S. EPA Science Advisory Board Drinking Water Committee, the National Toxicology Program Board of Scientific Counselors, and the California Scientific Guidance Panel for biomonitoring. Dr. Solomon attended medical school at Yale and did her postgraduate training in internal medicine, public health, and occupational and environmental medicine at Harvard.

Carlos Sonnenschein, MD 

Dr. Sonnenschein is a professor in the Department of Anatomy and Cellular Biology at Tufts University School of Medicine, in Boston, Massachusetts. For over three decades, Dr. Sonnenschein's research interests have centered on (a) the control of cell proliferation by estrogens and androgens and (b) the impact of developmental exposure to endocrine disruptors on the toxicology. He has also been a consultant for the European Commission in the fields of contamination of foods and of water resources by environmental endocrine disruptors, and the EPA on in vitro bioassays for cell reproductive function and (c) carcinogenesis during adult life and, specifically, on the role of stroma/epithelial interactions on rat and human mammary carcinogenesis. 

Towards the end of the 1980s, in collaboration with Professor Soto they developed in vitro bioassays capable of reliably identifying xenoestrogens and androgens agonists and antagonists, E-SCREEN and A-SCREEN, respectively.   

Dr. Sonnenschein was a member of the SACATM, a National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) advisory panel that deals with the approval of bioassays in the field of environmental toxicity.   Regarding his work on carcinogenesis, in collaboration with Professor Ana M. Soto, they co-authored a book entitled, THE SOCIETY OF CELLS (Bios-Springer-Verlag, 1999) in which they critically evaluated the status of research in the field. The major contributions discussed in the book were that (a) the default state of all cells (including those in animals) is proliferation, and that (b) the so-called sporadic cancers (95% of all clinical cases) represent diseases specifically anchored at the tissue level of hierarchical organization. These postulates are at the core of their proposition of the tissue organization field theory of carcinogenesis (TOFT). Ever since, Dr. Sonnenschein has published a number of research communications and reviews buttressing the values of their theory. The English version of THE SOCIETY OF CELLS has now been translated into French (LA SOCIETE DE CELLULES, 2006 Ed. Sylepse, Paris, France) and an Addendum was added to this translation incorporating new data and commentaries published since 1999.

Lauren Zeise, PhD

Dr. Zeise is Chief of Reproductive and Cancer Hazard Assessment within the California Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, where she oversees a variety of the state’s risk assessment activities, including California’s Proposition 65; risk and cumulative impact assessment methodologies; susceptible populations; characterizations for toxicants in the environmental media, food and consumer products. She serves as the department’s lead for the California Environmental Contaminant Biomonitoring Program.  

Dr. Zeise’s research emphasizes chemical assessment methodologies and differential susceptibility. She is widely published. She is a chartered member of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Science Advisory Board, a recent member of the National Academies Board on Environmental Science and Toxicology of the National Research Council (NRC) and Board on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention of the Institute of Medicine (IOM), and has received the honorary, lifetime appointment of National Associate of the National Academies NRC. She has also served on numerous expert advisory committees, at the International Agency for Research on Cancer, IOM, NRC, Consumer Product Safety Commission, National Toxicology Program, Office of Technology Assessment, EPA, and National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences.  

Recent reports include NRC’s Toxicity Testing in the Twenty First Century: A Vision and a Strategy and Air Quality Management in the United States and IOM’s Improving the Presumptive Decision-Making Process for Veterans. She is on the editorial board of the journal of the Society of Risk Analysis and has received the Society’s 2008 Outstanding Risk Practitioner Award. She received her M.S. and Ph.D. from Harvard University, where she conducted doctoral and postdoctoral research on risk assessment methodology.
